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" Well, what are you making all that noise for ? "
" What a little devil! " StroHng his beard, Pantaleimon
ran his eyes in amazement around the room. " And he's
picked up all that talk from you, you old hag ! It's you who
teaches him ! "
" Who teaches him ? He's just as uncontrollable as you
and his father/' Ilinichna angrily defended herself.
Natalia rose and spanked Mishatka, instructing him the
while
" You're not to talk to your grand-dad like that! D'you
hear ? "
Mishatka began to bellow, and buried his face on Gregorys
knees. But Pantaleimon, who had not expected such spirit
in his grandchild, jumped up from the table and, tears
streaming from his eyes, not wiping away the tears running
down over his beard, joyously shouted :
" Grishka! My son1 Son of your mother! The old
woman said truly. It's ours all right! It's the Melekhov
blood ' That's when the blood shows. No one can pass that
by in silence. Little grandson ! My darling ! Here, beat
the old fool with whatever you like. Drag him about by
his beard ! " Snatching Mishatka away from Gregor, the
old man lifted the boy high above his~head.
They finished breakfast and rose from the table. The
women began to wash up, but Pantaleimon lit a cigarette,
and said to Gregor :
" It's sort of awkward to ask you, for you're only here
on a visit, but what else can I do ? Give me a hand with
setting up the fence and barring off the threshing floor, for
everything's fallen down, and you can't ask strangers just
now. They're all in the same state/'
Gregor willingly agreed, and the two of them worked in
the yard until dinner-time, putting the fencing in order.
As they drove in a paling the old man asked :
" It's time to mow, but I don't know whether to get in
more grass or not. What do you think in regard to the
farm ? Is it worth the bother ? For, after all, in a month's
time the Reds may be calling on us again, and everything
will go to those devils once more/'
" I don't know, father/' Gregor frankly admitted. " I
don't know what turn events may take and who's going to
win. Carry on so that you've got nothing to spare either